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July 25 , 1996 

MEMORANDUM 

Frorn: Operations Officer, Commander Patrol ~Ving FIVE 
To: CINCLANTFLEET Duty Officer 

Sub j : VP-26 DATA PACKAGE FOR EVENT BK-174 (VP-26) OF 17-18 JUI1 96 

Ref; (a) PHONECON CPW-5 OPSO/CLF COO 2135 (L) 25 Jul 96 

Enc1: ( 1) VP-26 CAC- 6 Mission Commander Memo on SAR Assistancer 
dtd 19 Jul 96 

( 2) CPW-5 Memo on Data Package Chain of custody dtd 
20 Jul 96 

(3) CPW- 5 Memo on Data Package Chain of Custody dtd 
22 Jul 96 

1 . As discussed in reference (a), enclosures (1) - (3) are 
submitted. Enclosure (1) i s the chronology prepared by the 
aircraft commander and FEDEXed to the NTSB 24 Jul 96. Enclosures 
(2} and (3) were sent to the FBI Command Post at Long Island when 
the crew went to Long I sland McArthur Airport for FBI interviews 
20 Jul 96 . 

2 . A more complete data package will be provided 26 Jul 96. A 
VP-8 aircraft will be at NAS Norfolk, LP-1 at approximately 1130-
1200 l ocal. Crew will deliver another copy of enclosure (1) on 
fl oppy disk, a standard VHS tape of intrared recording made of 
the crash site 1? Jul 96, a 3.5 inch floppy with aircraft 
positional data and software to display and print same and an 
instruction manual for the DOS aircraft data program . All data 
is UNCLAS. The CPW-5 Watch Officer will contact the CLF CDO upon 
aircraft launch from NAS Brunswick. 

3. If additional informati~o..,n;,._,..~ ~,M:;u..,..,ired, please contact either 
the CPW- 5 Watch Officer at or the CPW-5 
Operations Officer at 

....___----;:;;;;::===:::::::...._-
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Frein: CAC-06 Mission Commander 
Tof · ·· dperati6ns''officer 

. ~~.>-- " ~~ .4 • ~ 

Subj :! J· CAC;..06. SAR ASSISTANCE 

P.02 

·· ·.. 19 'July 1996 

', .-: .. ·: 

iJ n·;Enroute,. for: a routine training flight·-on 
· Aircrew Six responded to a 

of 17 July 
,...,,....,.,,,...,.. an 

the Long Island c9ast. 
the crew placed a Navy· a. , . . 

~a11v~· to the SAR effort of TWA Flight sao. 
!_ ~ ~. . ' 

2j Briefing at 1630(L) .and after an uneve~tful preflight 1 CAC-06 
took 'off on:. time from NAS Brunswick at 1~30(L) for' a routine 
training flight. The crew took off without any ,wing stores, bomb 
bay stores 1 or flares. The aircraft was loaded with a full buoy 
load and 4~SUS which were stored inside the aircraft in metal 
box; ·After their departure they discovered their·Mode c 
(altitude reporting) would be inoperable for the entire mission. 
During the transit ESM and IRDS equipment was turned off. The 
radar was ori but ineffective at our transmitting altitudes for 
distinguishing' contacts. The radar was on for ·weather avoidance. 
d~l~; . . 

\ 

3. At approximately 2045(L) the crew was transiting on the 236 
Radial from the Hampton NavAid at FL 200 when they overheard an 
airliner report to ATC that they just witnessed an explosion in 
the air. ·Another airliner also reported seeing a descending 
nfireball11 ·appro:kimately 15 miles south of the Hampton NavAid on 
the 236 radial. The crew immediately asked ATC for validation of 
the occurrence. Approximate time line is as·follows: All times 
local. 

2047 The controller responded that some sort of airliner · 
accident had just occurred. The crew then asked ATC for an IFR 
descent with a vector back to the reported explosion and if they 
could relay~to the local Coast Guard that a Navy P-3c.orion is 
offering assistance. 

2055 
reported 
that·the 
the crew 

After descending IFR to 5000 feet with a vector to the 
accident· the crew then went Due Regard.· ATC relayed 
Coast Guard is requesting the Orion's assistance and for 
to contact them on Channel 16. 

2057 The crew was level at 5000 heading towards the Hampton 
236 radial at 15 DME at 330 kts ground speed. 

2059 The crew was passed 40 39.5N 072 38.4W on Channel 16 and 
was quickly at the SAR site at approximately 2103. Estimated 
duration from time of disaster to the crew's arrival is 15 to 20 
minutes. 
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2~04 The crew flew over the debris at 1500 -feet. IRDS was on 
and recording the crash site. -

2105; ( ·A-v.isual .. on· p C-13.0 was made and radi.o communications 
were made r:on~3Q7 .• 8 _ (-frequency relayed from Coast Guard on CH l.6 ) . 
The C-130 stated they were a Crash Rescue aircraft at 1000 fee! t 
and .woulcl.Lp~r.fonn the · duties of Scene of Action Commander. 

2107 1\r: ; o ~1T4etcre~ begarLa climb to 250Q tfeet for altitud~ 
sepai,"ation.n.t t i r i. 1 , • ... •• ·: _: •• ·.: • ' .; • 

•' ' • ~ • ~ ~ - ~ ~· l p' . ~-~ I 1o j ~ ~ ~ '•,t ~· ~ • • \ .~ '' ' 

~ios ·.: ~- , The _: ~~ew; continued climbing while circling the crash 
site. ~ While __ in collU-nunications with the SAC;. the crew offered 
life rafts J life vests , exposure suits and to perform the duties 
of a ~communications ·platform or search platform for s ix hours. 
However,· th..e aircraft did not deploy any life rafts , life vests, 
exposure suits or eny other type of survival gear. 

2120 .- _ After less t han one hour the scene of Action commander 
released the crew reporting they had enough air 'assets t o conduct 
the mission. · ., · 

2135 .CAC-06 departed and continued their transi t for t heir 
previously Qriefed mission . The crew conducted -their briefed 
training for approximately three hours followed by a 0210(L) l and 
time at NAS Brunswick. 

4. The crew ,did not conduct any tactical evol utions while at t he 
SAR site. Nothing internal or external of the aircraft was 
deployed while at the crash site. The recorded IRDS ta~f w~s 
~lJ:.n.er'l over to the FBI on 21 July. The PPC spoke wi t h )(' I 

f (NYC ATC) and a FBI team on Thursday, 0730 18 July about 
what the crew witnessed . The entire crew was ques t ioned by a FBI 
team at Long !s~~ud Jej:. Por_t_(JCISP) on 2 1 July. The PPC was 
~terviewed, by 1 

NORAD on Friday l.9. July. ci))(S-:--~• 
stimates t he c rew flew over the TWA fl1ght moments 

before the accident. He estimates the airliner was at 12,000 
feet when they passed under the P-3C which was at 20 , 000. 
Estimates are that the two aircraft were headi ng i n rec iprocal 
headings with approximately 1 5 miles separation when the accident 
occurred. No members of tne crew witnessed the act ual acci dent . 

b)(6) and (bli6J 

~--------------·~~ 

Very Respect fully, 
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July 20 , 1996 

MEMORANDUM 

From: Operations Officer, Commander Patrol Wing FIVE 
To: Special Agent Aldrich 

P. l3 4 

Subj: CHAIN OF CUSTODY FOR EVENT BK-174 ( 17 Jul 96) INFLIGHT !DATA 
A~D LOGS 

1. standard P-3 operations generate a variety of data packages 
that are used to conduct analysis of flight conduct and crew 
proficiency. These materials are classified SECRET, No Porei9n 
dissemination (NOFORN), and are subject t o standard Navy 
protection protocols. In normal practice, a variety of perso1nnel 
will have access to the information. In-house access, while 
l imited to need to know, does not require personnel to log th•~ir 
access to individual pieces. 

2. The data package submitted conta ins all original material:; 
generated in the course of the flight. Duplicates of the aud:i.o 1 

infra-red .C IRDS) , and digital tapes, containing aircraft 
position, heading, altitude, and speed, and written logs have 
been made as the information contained is essential t o the 
conduct of on-going operations. 

3. The audio tapes are 28 track . The IRDS tape is standard VHS 
tape format but requires high definition displays to clearly Bhow 
content. The digital computer data has been stored on a 3.5 ilnch 
floppy diskette 

11 
Software_to extract and display this data h; 

a l so provided. iXGJ will provide a demonstration of 
program operation. 

4. The following personnel had access to the various data 
packages that were copied. All personnel are attached t o the 
staff of Commander Patrol Wing FIVE: 

flPe 
--~--

Position 
Operations Officer 

Watch Officer 

1 

Access 
Viewed IRDS tape , 
aircraft track data, 
written logs, 
mission summary 
message . 

coordinated all 
duplication efforts. 
Collected all 
original materials. 
Viewed IRDS tape. 

Enclosure (1) 



t -

< J ~L-2 5 -96 T HU ~2 :1 7 P . El~ 

1('..,_-------

~)(II) 

Program Training Officer 

Data extract processor 

Data extraction 

Acous tic Analysis 

Non-acoust ic Analysis 

Classif ied Material 
c ustod ian 

Or iginal ly collected 
all mission logs a nd 
data packages . 
Reviewed audio t:.apes 
and aircraft 
position/ track data. 
courier for fli~J,ata 
package. 

Created local file 
o f the aircraft. 
pos itionj track data. 
Reviewed fi le . 

Loaded data extx:act 
tape into tactical 
processing system. 

Duplicated audio 
tapes . 

Duplicated and 
reviewed IRDS ~ape . 

Packaged material 
for shipment. 
Generated change of 
custody forms . 

5 . If further information or assistance tO in.teOlr..et i~g thes,e 
data are required, please contact me at~ > 

~1(11) ________ ~~ 

Enc l os ure (1) 
2 




